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by Richard Moule, Chairman

Now entering my third year as Chairman at 
TALK Surrey, I am firstly saddened to report the 
passing of our Patron Robert Blundell on 26th 
March and our thoughts are with his family at 
this time.

Earlier this year, I was sorry to be told by 
Peter Walker, a former Trustee, Chairman and 
Secretary at Talk that he wished to retire from 
his involvement at TALK. Latterly, Peter had 
been responsible for producing the Newsletter 
which is now being produced by Jo Matthews. 
On behalf of everyone at TALK, I would like to 
thank Peter for all he has done for the Charity, 
however I am pleased to tell you that Peter has 
accepted Trustees invitation for him to become 
Patron at TALK.

Last year we decided to collaborate with 
another Stroke Charity called Dyscover, 
to run a Conversation Partners Course for 
TALK recoverers. The couple’s course started 
last Friday and is proving very popular. We 
recognise the importance that partners and 
carers play in helping recoverers deal with 
Aphasia following a Stroke which is why Talk 
and Dyscover believed that this was a natural 
extension of the support we provide at groups. 
We received   11 applications for the course 
and as we only had 6 places we had to turn 
some applications down, However if the course 
is a success we will almost certainly try to run it 
again, subject to funding support.

In September, Alison Wainwright, former 
volunteer at the Knaphill Group, joined Susan 
and Jo as part of the staff team at TALK, as 
Group Coordinator, Trustees recognised the 
pressure that running groups on Volunteers 
and Group Leaders, which is why we decided 
to invest in the role to help with the 
operational management and planning 
of the five groups and further enhance 
stability of groups.

As a Charity, we depend on Trustees and 
Volunteers to manage and deliver what we 
are set up to do. These individuals are unpaid 
and commit time and energy for the benefit of 
recoverers and to ensure the Charity survives 
into the future. We need more Trustees with 
different skills to complement the existing 
board. We are particularly in need of someone 
who would be interested in becoming TALK’s 
secretary, with the impending retirement of 
Michael Hawtin in June. If you or anyone you 
know has an interest in what we do and would 
be interested in becoming a Trustee, please 
contact Jo Matthews in the first instance on 
fundraising@talksurrey.org.uk .

As always I am extremely grateful to our 
volunteers who run the weekly TALK groups 
for their continued support and enthusiasm in 
the five groups they run, a special mention to 
the Group Leaders, Sian Thomason (Walton), 
Sandra Whitworth (Guildford Morning), 
Rosemarie Juliano (Guildford Afternoon), 
Marianne Herne (Ashford) & Evelyne Collins 
(Knaphill).

Finally, TALK hosted our Annual Lunch at 
the Holiday Inn in Guildford on the 25th 
April which was very well attended. We 
were fortunate to also have the attendance 
of all of the Mayors from each of the 
Group locations. Sally Marks, Chairman of 
Surrey County Council, was also present. 
Gordon Jackson, the Mayor of Guildford, 
has subsequently written to me to thank 
TALK for inviting him and his wife to the 
Lunch. Moreover, as a recent minor stroke 
sufferer himself, he wanted to thank all of the 
volunteers, Group Leaders, staff and Trustees 
for the work we do to improve the quality of life 
for recoverers. I couldn’t think of a more fitting 
end for another challenging and successful year 
at TALK.

TRUSTEE UPDATE 
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Happy and fulfilled volunteers are vital to the success of TALK. Each year we like to 
thank them personally for the excellent work they do giving one to one support to 
people with aphasia.

Volunteer Thank you Event
October 2016
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ASHFORD

Carol demonstrates the Xmas decoration

Hilary admires the results The final product – a splendid display!

Maureen and Syed hard at work

Just look at how beautiful 
their creations were!

On the 30th of November, Carol 
Barr helped the Ashford group 
create some stunning Christmas 
centrepiece decorations, which 
everyone took home afterwards.
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Volunteers Louise and Denise preparing the prizes

Bobby supplies the chords for Hilary, 
Joyce and Deborah Vince sings in fine voice!

A big thank you to everyone that 
contributed and helped raise a 
total of £300!

Ashford Christmas fundraising raffle 
and carol singing with Bobby Cooper 
(7th December)

Take a look at the 
wonderful collection of 
prizes the Ashford group 
brought together for their 
Christmas fundraiser raffle.

What a spread!

Maureen with her prize bundle

Congratulations to Maureen for winning  
1st prize donated by Tesco Ashford!

Singer Bobby Cooper led the Ashford group in a glorious 
round of classic Christmas carols, accompanied by her 
trusty keyboard. Everyone joined in the festive chorus, and 
could apparently be heard all over Surrey!
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GUILDFORD AM

Congratulations Don, you don’t look a 
day over 65!

A big happy birthday to Don Jones, who 
turned 80 this year on the 4th of April. To 
celebrate this milestone, the Guildford am 
group played boccia, in which Don threw 
some great winning throws! 

BUON APPETITO
Do you know your Fusilli from your Fettuccine or 
can you tell the difference between lasagne and 
linguine? If so you would have enjoyed the Italian 
themed session run at the Guildford morning 
group this term.

The group had fun matching the names of pasta 
with pasta shapes from some of the over 350 types 
of pasta shapes that can be found around the 
world. Then came the more difficult challenge of 
guessing a variety of dried pasta shapes in “feely 
bags”. To keep us in 
the Italian mood, the 
session ended with a 
beautiful collection of 
Italian music and songs, 
which was put together 
by Bryan Humphreys, 
one of the recoverers.

This Spring the Guildford am 
group have benefitted from the 
horticultural expertise of the 
gardening charity Thrive. Everyone 
really enjoyed learning how to plant 
up a plant pot.

Green fingers of Guildford!
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GUILDFORD PM WITH SYMPATHY
It is with deep sadness I wish to report that Dr. 
Robert Blundell passed away on Sunday March 
26th 2017. He had been part of the Guildford 
afternoon group for many years and will be very 
much missed. He was also a Patron of TALK, as 
both he and his wife Gill were huge supporters of 
the service we provide.

Robert spent 33 years as a local councillor in 
addition to his work as a GP at surgeries in 
Farnham Road & Wodeland Avenue.

Sue Doughty, former Lib Dem MP for Guildford said 
“It was very clear that both as a councillor and as 
a GP Robert was very much loved and appreciated 
by many families of Guildfordians. Indeed there 
are many local people who Robert brought into 
the world! We have very much missed him in the 
community.”

Our thoughts are with his family at this time.

LET’S 
DANCE
The Guildford pm group 
got their dancing shoes 
on, joined hands and had a 
good old leg wobble! Here 
you can see them moving 
their feet to a swingin’ beat!



KNAPHILL

So many great picturesHard at work

The Knaphill group heard all about 
how Ian and his wife built their 
own plane in their garden - 
rather impressive!

They also spent a morning with an 
artist doing still life drawings. The 
standard of the results was very high 
indeed!

The finished article

This was followed by a paper plane flying 
contest. Who’s flew the furthest?!
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WALTON

A big talk thank 
you to Steve and 
his magic guitar!

The Walton group raised their 
hands high and their voices even 
higher as singer Steve Poole visited 
to deliver his feel-good selection of 
musical treats.
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TALK’S GREAT BIG  
FUNDRAISING RUN

Some of our team in action — congratulations to the fastest runner, James Briggs, who blitzed it in 45 minutes!

Tricia Golding , TALK Trustee with her daughter and daughter—in law

A massive congratulations to 
everyone who ran, donated and 
helped out at TALK’s first ever 10k!

On the 5th of March, 18 runners endured the 
Weybridge 10k to raise money for TALK. It was our 
first time being represented, and a great success! Lara runs for her Grandfather Frank!
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OVERALL, THE EVENT 
RAISED AN INCREDIBLE

£5,000 FOR TALK!
We would like to especially 
thank Maria D’amico from 
the Walton Barclays branch. 
She raised £610 which has 
been fund matched by 
Barclays to the same amount.

A special TALK thank you to the team: Alan Dolby (RadioWey), Simon Corrigan, Neil 
Allen, Rachael Holmes, Carolyn Holmes, Mike Walter, James Briggs, Martin Briggs, Maria 
D’Amico, Clair Walsh, Matthew Tambling, Gill Simmons, Jo-Anne Simmons, Sean Houlker, 
Mark Blythe, Joe Earl, Dan Earl, Lara Kinaci, and everyone that helped make it a great day!
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THANK YOU TO...
Lesley & Mark Blythe (friends 
of Alison Wainwright) for donating 
the proceeds of their Quiz Night to 
TALK, raising £220. Mark also very 
kindly ran as part of the Weybridge 
10k team raising £195.
Go Team Blythe!

Thank you to the Ashford group and the 
Knaphill group for the proceeds of their 
Christmas Raffles.

John & Jennie Coope, and Sarah 
& David Reynolds for their very kind 
donations to TALK.

Sally & Nigel Dawson for arranging 
donations to TALK ‘in lieu of flowers’ 
from the funeral of Inge Dawson 
(Knaphill) February 2017.

Frank Cuddy 
for the growing 
and shaving 
off his beard in 
Movember. He 
raised £144.

FANTASTIC FUNDRAISING
& PUBLIC AWARENESS
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TAKE A LOOK AT OUR NEW 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES

Waitrose Guildford.  We raised £217 as part 
of their Community Matters Green Token 
scheme. Please keep nominating TALK !

Jo & Susan from TALK were Interviewed 
by Alan Dolby on his ‘In bed with’ 
...programme on Radiowey. Listen again on  
www.radiowey.co.uk.

Did you know that TALK is 20 years old in 2018?
We are looking for special ways to celebrate our 20th Year and fundraise. If 
you are interested in helping or can pass on a good idea, please contact Jo 
Matthews on 07718 425952.

General information and enquiries: Susan Houston    
info@talksurrey.org.uk / 01784 420371
Fundraising: Joanna Matthews    
fundraising@talksurrey.org / 07718 425952
www.talksurrey.org.uk

CONTACT US



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
PETER WALKER

Peter has been a long time 
supporter of TALK, recently 
retiring as magazine editor and  
a previous Chairman
He has been a volunteer at Guildford 
am group for over 15 years. His big 
personality and great sense of 
humour will be very sadly missed by his 
group and everyone at TALK.

The Guildford group wishes you 
farewell Peter… but good to know 
you won’t be going far!

“I am delighted to have been asked to 
be a patron of TALK, not least because 
it will enable me to keep in touch with 
so many of the friends I have made over 
the years. I look forward to being of 
assistance in the future.”
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ANNUAL LUNCH APRIL 26TH 2017
Every year this event gives all recoverers, carers and volunteers a chance to get together 
with all the other groups. It’s a lovely social occasion to celebrate the work we do in the 
community of Surrey.

This year we were supported by the following dignitaries:

Cllr Gordon Jackson - Mayor of Guildford

Cllr Alan Anderson - Mayor of Runnymede

Cllr Chris Storey - Mayor of Waverley 

Cllr Anne Murphy - Mayor of Woking

Cllr Tania Shipley - Mayor of Elmbridge

Sally Marks - Chairman of Surrey County Council
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FUNDRAISING 
TALK & 
SUPPER 

SATURDAY 7TH 
OCTOBER 2017 

 

Supporting stroke recoverers 
with aphasia 

 
 

Come and support TALK!  

A fundraising fish & chip 
supper with talk and visual 

presentation entitled 
“Monsters at the Movies” 

St.Catherine’s Hall, Chestnut 
Avenue, Guildford,GU2 4HF  

Doors open 6.30pm, Food at 
7pm followed by the talk at 

8pm. Bar onsite. 

──── 

The talk will be given by 
Rupert Matthews, popular 

historian and TV consultant 
(Bargain Hunt, L!VE TV & Talk Radio) 

──── 

Supper (Main course & Dessert) & 
entertaining talk = £12. Buy well 

in advance to guarantee your 
ticket. 

──── 

Contact Jo on 07718 425952 or 
email fundraising@talksurrey.org.uk 

Raffle tickets & Christmas cards 
will also be for sale 

 
 


